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NIGHT OF THE BURNING, 

by Linda Press Wulf

Book Club for Grades 5-7

The following program outline was developed by the Jewish Education Center of Cleveland for a two-session (1 ¼ hours each) summer book club held at a local book store for students in grades five through seven.   The JECC offers this document to others who may wish to adapt it for a book club of similar or greater length, or by a teacher using the book in a classroom setting.

Background information, links of interest and a reading guide may be found on the author’s website: http://www.lindapresswulf.com/ 

Photos of Isaac Ochberg and the orphans may be found on this site:  http://ochbergorphans.com/ 

Cleveland happened to have a grandchild/niece of one of the Ochberg Orphans; she was invited to be a special guest at the second session of the book club.   Alternative activities are offered for those without this opportunity.

Heather Lenson, Librarian

Nachama Skolnik Moskowitz, Director of Curriculum
Session One

Participants were asked to read up to page 11 prior to the first session. 

In advance have available:

· Map of the Eastern hemisphere after WWI

· Photos of Mr. Ochberg and the village of Domachevo at the time of the story

Duplicate for participants and/or their families:

· Handouts for activities (included, below)

· “For Parents: Night of the Burning” information sheet (at the end of this packet)

· “Looking for Something Else to Do?” participant handout (at the end of this packet)

	15 minutes
	Welcome & Mixer

· Offer a welcome and overview of the book club

· Ask everyone to find someone they don’t know well to work with.

· Ask partners to interview each other using the attached sheet, “Meet Someone New” 

· After about five minutes, have each person 

· introduce his/her partner by name and 

· give the name of one of the partner’s favorite books 

· Offer general guideline for helping the book club succeed:

· Respect everyone and their opinions!

· Speak up and share your own thoughts!


	<<found after this program chart



	5 minutes
	Conversation about a very hard choice people had to make

· Ask for some examples of very hard choice that people can make (don’t press for an answer from everyone, some may be too personal to share)

· What are some characteristics these choices have in common?  What makes a choice hard?

· Transition to the book – that the children in the book (especially the main character, Devorah) had to make a very hard decision


	

	25 minutes


10 min

5 min

10 min
	Introduction to the book:

· Give each pair of partners a set of photos from Domachevo at the time period, and the “write about” sheet (below; it has a picture of a shtetl-type house on it).  Ask the partners to use the photos to determine what they can learn about life for children who lived in Domachevo at that time.  Share back as a group some key thoughts.

· Share a photo of Isaac Ochberg with the group and compare his “look” to the Polish men.  [In the beginning, Devorah talks of the strange way he looks, especially in comparison with the way she was used to seeing men with beards and soft hats.]

· Provide a synopsis of the book (or ask children to tell you what they learned of the Devorah and her past from the first 10 pages).  Questions to consider asking:

· Where was she from?  Why is she not there anymore?

· What kind of life did she seem to have before the orphanage in Pinsk?

· What makes her happy? [Or what might make her happy?]

· What happened to her parents?

· What worries her?

· What choice was she being asked to make?  How does that choice compare with the kinds of choices you (the book club members) have had to make?

· How might the offer that Isaac Ochberg made change her life for the good? For the worse? 


	Photos may be found by doing an online search for Domachevo.



	15 minutes


	Dramatic Reading – Devorah’s choice (in the book, pages 24-26, beginning with the top line)

Need the following readers:

· Narrator: page 24

· Narrator: page 25-26 (top)

· Nechama

· Devorah

· Shlayma

· Itzik

· Yankel

Discussion:

· Why was Devorah so hesitant to make the choice to go?

· How do the other children help Devorah make the choice that she has to make?  How do they make the decision harder?  

· Have you ever been in a situation where you have had to make a “blind choice” like Devorah, where you didn’t know what the results would be?  What made it easier to make that choice?  What made the choice difficult? 

· How do the group’s own examples make it easier to understand what Devorah was going through?


	You may wish to photocopy these 3 pages and highlight the “actors” speaking parts



	15 minutes
	The book itself and moving forward

· Ask children about their general reactions to the book so far.  

· What do they find interesting about the book? About the writing?  [Help them anticipate that as they continue reading, each chapter shifts time and place between Devorah’s past life in Domachevo and her current one with Mr. Ochberg and the orphans.]

· What do they hope the book answers for them?

· Explain that by the next time, they should finish the book.  Parents are being given information about the book and can help explain things about the times or places that are unclear.  The group members can also be given each others’ phone numbers so they can call a new friend, if they wish.  Suggest that they also note any questions they have about the book – perhaps with a “sticky” on the page, or on a sheet of paper.  

· As they read the rest of the book:

· Not only think about the choices that Devorah has to make, but also what it meant for Mr. Ochberg to step out of his normal life to rescue 200 orphans and take them to South Africa.  What reactions do they have to him and his sense of responsibility?


	[In the original program, there were two weeks between session one and two.]


Meet Someone New!


Find someone you don’t know well and get to know him or her using the following questions:
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1) Where do you go to school?

2) What other plans do you have for the summer?

3) What is the name of one of your favorite books?  Why do you like it so much?

Meet Someone New!


Find someone you don’t know well and get to know him or her using the following questions:
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1) Where do you go to school?

2) What other plans do you have for the summer?

3) What is the name of one of your favorite books?  Why do you like it so much?

Meet Someone New!


Find someone you don’t know well and get to know him or her using the following questions:


1) Where do you go to school?

2) What other plans do you have for the summer?

3) What is the name of one of your favorite books?  Why do you like it so much?



Session Two

Participants are asked to read through the end of the book for the second session. 

Duplicate for participants:

· Handouts for activities (located after the program description)

	15 minutes
	Welcome and Mixer

· Tell participants that this will be a really interesting session – there should be lots of great discussion, and we have a special guest, a relative of one of the Ochberg orphans.  Participants will have a chance to ask him/her questions.

· Ask club members to get into groups of three (preferably with those they don’t know well) and to come up with one word from the book that matches each letter of the alphabet.  For instance, 

A = Aunt (Devorah had one)

B = Bobrow

C = Cape Town

Give 10 minutes maximum for this prep work. 

· Then go around the room and work through the alphabet, with each group taking the next word on the list.  [Group 1 will give the A word from its list, Group 2 will give the B word from its list, Group 3 will give the C word from its list, Group 1 will give the D word from its list, etc.]


	If there is no relative to the Ochberg orphans in your community, rethink the timing of this entire session; there are ideas, embedded in this chart, to help you.

<<Use the alphabet chart provided after the program description

	25 minutes


	Discussion

· [Start concrete]  What of the time period or places were most interesting to the book club members? [You might need to prompt about the difference in clothing, or the zip, or the food, or the customs.]

· Which character did they find themselves relating to the most?  Why? [Or, another approach is to ask how they feel about Devorah?  What words might they use to describe her? To describe her life in Domachevo? In Warsaw?  London?  Capetown?]

· Life was hard for Devorah and her sister.  Are there sections that group members might like to talk about or ask questions about? [Refer questions to the guest, if appropriate.]

· What questions do they have that the book left unclear?

· The last time, we talked a bit about the big choice that Devorah had to make.   In what ways was it a good choice?  The choice was hard, but it allowed Devorah to gain, in the end, something that she lost – how she thought of family.

· In the beginning, family to Devorah was having a mother and father and their birth children living together.  What other kinds of family were there in the book?

· A relative caring for children

· A group home/orphanage taking care of children

· Strangers adopting children

· What did Devorah learn about families and love?

· What might you still want to tell Devorah about what makes a family a “family”?


	<<This section is a bit long.  Choose the questions that will work best with your group.

<<There is a discussion sheet (“Talk about these three questions…”) at the end of this program chart. If you have the time, you may wish to have participants work together in groups of 2-3 to answer the questions, before discussing them as a larger group

	5 minutes
	A Taste of South Africa

· Serve roobiboos tea (it’s South African in origin and is mentioned in the book on page 161) 

· Encourage general get-to-know-you conversation OR maybe ask if anyone did any of the activities in the packet…and ask them to share.


	

	20 minutes
	The Guest

· Introduce the guest and ask him/her to tell of the Ochberg orphans from his/her own family’s story.  

· Ask group members to ask clarification questions – what do they want to know more about?

· Ask club members to talk about ways in which the story told by their guest and the one told in Night of the Burning are the same and how they are different. [You may wish to ask them to share some ideas with a partner, before sharing out with the group.]

· What questions from their reading of the book would they like to ask their guest?  Anything about South Africa? About life for Jews there?


	<<Ask the quest to try and tell this story in about 10 minutes.



	10 min
	Concluding discussion

· From the book & guest, what did they learn about Jews who lived a hundred years ago?  What questions remain?

· What was their favorite part of the book?

· Were they happy with the ending to the book?

· On a scale of 1-10, how do they rate the book?  Why?
	


If you have no guest, consider integrating one of these activities into this session:

Play “Who’s Line is it Anyway?”   Put into a container quotes from characters that are copied on strips of paper.  Ask the participants to draw a strip of paper and read it aloud.  Others in the group have to guess the character.

Play Act-it-out-Charades.  Put descriptions of scenes from the book on strips of paper (e.g., the orphans sing for the Queen of England” or “Nechama performing ballet”).  Place these into a container and have participants draw out a strip and act it out for the others to guess.  [Note that this kind of game is different from regular Charades where words and syllables are directly acted out.]

Choose a Different Book Cover (this can be a nice concluding activity).  Share with participants other possible book covers for Night of the Burning.  They may be found here:  http://www.librarything.com/work/1778212/covers  Have participants discuss the covers and then choose the one that they feel best describes the story.  With more time, participants could design their own cover.

 The Night of the Burning

Your challenge? Come up with one word from the story for each letter of the alphabet.

A _____________________________________

B _____________________________________

C _____________________________________

D _____Devorah______________________

E ______________________________________

F ______________________________________

G _____________________________________

H _____________________________________

I ______________________________________

J ______________________________________

K ______________________________________

L ______________________________________

M _____________________________________

N _____________________________________

O _____________________________________

P _____________________________________

Q _____________________________________

R ______________________________________

S ______________________________________

T ______________________________________

U ______________________________________

V ______________________________________

W ______________________________________

X _______________________________________

Y ______________________________________

Z _______________________________________

Talk about these three questions together as a group.

· Which character did you find yourself relating to the most?  [Who was most like you?  Or, who did you like the best?]  Why? 

· Devorah loved her parents and understood “family” as being her father, mother, sister and herself.  But that changed for her.   She was helped by a man she and the other orphans called, “Daddy Ochberg” and she was adopted by a man and woman she did not know.   By the end of the book, what had Devorah learned about families and love?  See if you can come up with six answers to this question.  You do NOT need to write full sentences, just write a word or two to help you remember each answer your group comes up with.

1. ____________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________________________________

5. ____________________________________________________________________________

6. ____________________________________________________________________________

· We have with us today a guest whose mother and aunt were Ochberg orphans.  What questions do you have that you might like to ask our guest?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

For Parents:  The Night of the Burning
The Night of the Burning is told through the eyes of eleven year old Devorah, who grew up in a small Polish village around the time of World War I.  While her family was poor and worried about anti-Semitism, this was the life that she knew and with which she was comfortable.  

Devorah’s life, and that of her sister Nechama, was turned upside down after her mother and father died within months of each other.  Her aunt took them in, but she was killed on the night that all their lives were turned upside down in a pogrom.
 Thus, from the pogrom, the author took the title of the book: The Night of the Burning.   A kindly neighbor helped Devorah and her younger sister be smuggled away in a milk cart that took them to an orphanage in the bigger city of Pinsk.  There, the two sisters were chosen by Isaac Ochberg, a philanthropist who had come to Eastern Europe to rescue two hundred Jewish orphans and bring them back to South Africa with him.  

In the first half of the book, the chapters alternate between Devorah’s past life in her Polish village, and the “current time” interactions with Isaac Ochberg.  At the point that the orphans are ready to leave London for their ocean voyage to South Africa, the two stories become one.  

The Night of the Burning is an engaging, well written book.  There are, however, sections that parents may wish to read so that they can answer their children’s questions about the time period, or about difficult topics.  These include:

· The village at Easter (pages 13-14) and the belief that the Jews killed Jesus.  In South Africa, the Jewish feelings about Christian hatred towards Jews (last line of page 157 and continue through page 158)
· For more information on actions against Jews around Easter see: 

· Anti-Semitism in History: From Crucification of Jesus to 1400. United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. USHMM. http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/article.php?lang=en&ModuleId=10007170 

· For more information on the charge that Jews killed Jesus see:

· Anti-Jewish Myths 1.  Beyond the Pale. http://www.friends-partners.org/partners/beyond-the-pale/english/09.html
· http://www.friends-partners.org/partners/beyond-the-pale/english/37.html
· The forced conscription of men into the Czar’s army (pages 15-19)

· For more information on the forced conscription of Jews into the Russian army see:  

· Eastern European Jewry. Jews in the Russian Army. Museum of Family History. http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.org/mfh-jitra.htm
· Military Conscription. Grossman Project. http://grossmanproject.net/Military%20Conscription.htm 

· The return of Devorah’s uncle from the army, and his death (pages 62-65).  If any of the children personally know of a soldier who returned wounded from army service, this might be a difficult section.  

· The death of Devorah’s father (pages 70-71) and mother (pages 80-82).

· The pogrom in Devorah’s village (pages 94-102).  A pogrom is a Russian word for a mob attack including looting and bloodshed.  It refers the specific attacks of Christians on Russian and Polish Jewish people with the consent of the local police and leaders. Three waves of pogroms occurred in Russia and Poland, each worse than the previous:  1881-1884, 1903-1906 and 1917-1921.  
· For more information on pogroms, see: 

· http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/article.php?ModuleId=10005183 

· Jewish Pogroms. Spartacus Educational. http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/RUSpogroms.htm 

There are three key themes that, time allowing, we hope to pick up on in our book club:

1) Hard choices – Devorah, at a time where she has lost her parents and is living in an orphanage with her sister, is faced with the very hard decision of going with a man she doesn’t know, to a country she knows even less about.  

“…they sent me to find two hundred children and bring them back to South Africa.  It’s a beautiful country and a safe place for Jews.  I’ll take you and your little sister.  But only if you really want to go with me.”

I frowned at him in amazement.  What did he mean?

“Do you want to come with me, Devorah – you and Nechama?”

I heard a huge gasp coming from my chest. Move to another country? That place called Africa? With a man Nechama and I didn’t know?  My lips were quivering and my whole body had begun to shake.  [Page 8]

2) Stepping out of one’s comfort zone to take responsibility – The key adults involved in bringing the 200 orphans to South Africa, Mr. Ochberg and Mr. Bobrow, consistently stepped out of their comfort zones to take responsibility for the children.  

Mr. Bobrow continued, “When I was sent to Pinsk to help the Jewish war orphans, I thought my head would burst.  Before the war my life had been so well organized. As a chemist in the sugar factory, I had a quiet office with all my equipment lined up neatly and my hours set from eight to five.”  He let out a little sigh.


“Then I was in hell.  War, revolution, typhus, pogroms – they raged outside our three orphanages.  And all I could think about was how to buy some milk to add to the children’s diet of potatoes, potatoes, potatoes.  But occasionally a box with tins of cocoa and condensed milk arrived from America.  Enough to make weak chocolate milk for everyone.  The children’s chocolate smiles lit up the dining room.  Then I wasn’t tired anymore.” [Page 53]

Devorah also felt tension between the need to take responsibility for her sister and for herself.  For example, at the point that Nechama was being adopted by another family, thus splitting the sisters, Devorah said,


“We’re a family, Nechama,” I said in a hoarse whisper.  “We’re the only ones left of our family.  I promised Mama that I would take care of you.  How can I take care of the family if we are apart?” [Page 134]

3) What makes a family “a family” – In Poland, Devorah and Nechama knew family as two-parents-and-children-together.  When their mother and father died, their aunt became the anchor of their family.  But when she died, they became orphans.  That they were taken to South African by Isaac Ochberg placed them in the situation where the sisters were eventually split and placed in different homes.  Family came to mean something other than mother+father+children.  Towards the very end of the book, Nechama (now called Naomi by her very rich adoptive family) comes to visit Devorah in her home.  

“Naomi shrank back against the bed, looking frightened.  But I [Devorah] wasn’t finished. “You hold your nose so high in the air that you can’t see what’s in front of you.  This flat may not look like a lot to you, but it’s my home and I’m safe and I feel good here.  I have a family now, too.”

Looking for Something Else to Do?

How about trying some projects that mesh with The Night of the Burning?

Cook!

· Make cholent on Friday and eat it on Shabbat/Saturday for lunch! [see pages 44-46] 

http://allrecipes.com/Recipe/Moms-Authentic-Kosher-Cholent-Recipe/Detail.aspx 

· Make melkert, the dessert described on page 129.

http://www.recipezaar.com/Milk-Tart-Melk-Tert-226781
· Make goat cheese kreplach!  [see page 38]  It was hard to find a recipe for kreplach that uses goat cheese, as described in the book - the one, below, should work just fine! However, because of its difficulty, the recipe needs an adult’s help.  To make the process a bit easier, buy wonton wrappers and substitute them for the dough.  

http://anopencupboard.com/ [Search for kreplach, or scroll to the posting on kreplach towards the bottom of the page.]

· Try roobiboos tea, mentioned on page 161.  This is available in most supermarkets.  Feel free to add honey and lemon, as Mrs. Kagan did.

· Have a scone!  There are a number of times in the book when the characters eat one.  You can find scones at most bakeries and/or coffee shops.

Do!

· Devorah helped clothe the orphans by suggesting that they make clothing out of flour sacks (pages 51-54).  If you’re feeling ambitious, and someone can show you how, consider sewing something!  You don’t have to use flour sacks…though burlap (from which these sacks are made) is a fabric that you would find at a local store.
· Listen to the British National Anthem.  The children learned to sing it for the King and Queen of England (see page 54).  You can find the song here:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DnuoGOo3Bew&feature=related  This current version is refers to the queen (there is no king at the moment.]  The Ochberg Orphans sang to the king.
Learn more!

· Nechama and Devorah are amazed at something on the clothing they receive.  They are told it’s a zip.  Read more about the history of the zipper at:  

· http://inventors.about.com/library/weekly/aa082497.htm
· Explore more about the Ochberg Orphans:  

· http://www.telfed.org.il/content/man-africa-ochberg-orphans 

· http://ochbergorphans.com/
· Want to see the group photos actually taken in Warsaw? See page 55-56 for the description in the book, and then go here to see the photos: 

· http://ochbergorphans.com/Groupphotos.htm#top. 

· Check out the Edinburgh Castle, the ship that the orphans sailed on to get to South Africa:

· http://www.allatsea.co.za/unioncastle/edinburgh2.htm
· Go to the library to find the two books that Devorah read in English (see page 163) – your grandparents may have read these as children:

· Spyri, Johanna. Heidi. New York: Aladdin Classics, 2000. 
· Wiggin, Kate Douglas Smith. Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm.  Los Angeles: LRS, 1999.

· Read other books.  If you liked The Night of the Burning, you might also enjoy:

· Codell, Esme Raji. Vive La Paris. New York: Hyperion Books for Children, 2006.

Fifth-grader, Paris McCray, lives with her four older brothers and parents in a small apartment in the inner city of Chicago. Paris' views of the world around her are broadened when she takes piano lessons from Mrs. Rosen, a Holocaust survivor. Mrs. Rosen teaches Paris some life lessons which help her understand why her brother refuses to defend himself against a bully and to empathize with the bully’s personal situation.
· Johnson, Sheila Goldburgh. After I Said No. Santa Barbara, CA: Fithian Press, 2000.

Fourteen year-old Perele comes to America to escape persecution in czarist Russia.  When she refuses an offer of marriage, she is rejected by her family and forced to support herself by working in a sweatshop.

· Lasky, Kathryn. Broken Song. New York: Viking, 2005.
This novel is set in Czarist Russia around the end of the 19th century.    Reuben, an aspiring violinist, has to set aside his dreams when his parents and older sister are killed in a pogrom and he becomes responsible for caring for his baby sister.  The novel depicts Jewish involvement in revolutionary and anti-government activities.

· Leeds, Constance. The Silver Cup. New York: Viking, 2007.

In the year 1095, fifteen year-old Anna longs for a different life in her small German village.  Suddenly, her beloved youngest cousin disappears and another cousin, Martin, runs away to join a murderous army of renegade Crusaders.  When Anna risks everything to rescue Leah, an orphaned Jewish girl whose only connection to her former life is a silver cup, the two girls forge a friendship that defies the intolerance of their time.
· Shapiro, David L. Sara's Journey. Philadelphia, PA: JPS, 2005.

Sara is a 12-year-old Jewish girl in 1919 Russia.  Suddenly orphaned under mysterious circumstances, her home and shtetl destroyed, she begins a daring journey towards Budapest and her eventual destination, Palestine.  Set against a backdrop of stormy historical events: pogroms, the influenza epidemic, the Bolshevik Revolution, and the struggle to create the State of Israel.  Sara grows into a true follower of her late father's advice, "Be bold and brave but not foolhardy."

How was life in Poland similar to your life here?





How was life in   Poland       different from yours today?





How do the photos better help you       understand the      comfort that Devorah and Nechama would have felt in   Domochevo?





Use the photos of Domachevo and   Poland to answer the questions on this shtetl house








� A pogrom is looting, plundering, burning and killing, usually at the hands of Christian neighbors incited by others (in this case, the Cossacks)
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